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began teasing him, telling him they believed he was really a wicked robber, who had stolen the food or the money to buy it. He got angry, and at last was actually silly enough to tell them all to come with him, and he would show them he was no robber. When his wife heard this, she was half pleased to think that now at last the secret would come out of where the food came from, and half afraid that something terrible would happen. The children too were greatly excited, and v*ent with the rest of the party, who followed their father to the last hiding-place of the precious pitcher.
"When, they all got very near the place, however, some idea began to come into Subha Datta's head that he was doing a very foolish thing. He stopped suddenly, turned round facing the crowd that followed him, and said he would not go a step further till they all went back to the cottage. His wife begged him to let her at least go with him, and the children all clamoured not to be sent back, but it was no good. Back they all had to go, the woodcutter watching till they were out of sight.
23.  Would Subha Datta have been wise if he had told his wife about the pitcher ?
24.  Do you think it would have been a good or a bad thing for the secret to be found out ?
CHAPTER XIH.
WHEN the woodcutter was quite sure that every one was go&e and nobody could see where he had hidden